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ciples. Both of them possessed the skill of attracting the people. We
may call it charisma. Subsequently they were drawn towards Marx-
ism while continuing to participate in the national struggle for inde-
pendence. Finally they turned spiritual.
In "Velugu" dated 27.4.1954, Annapoornaiah wrote ""In Poona
J.P. fasted for 21 days in the summer of 1953 and afterwards there
was a change in him from atheism to theism. The Socialist General
Council which met in September 1953 in Bombay could not solve
the problems of materialist nature. He said that he was not a Marxist
and that there should be a close bond of love between man and
man. J.P. took the right decision. The atheist was transformed into
theist and took refuge in the doctrine of love which is the ultimate
goal of all greatmen. My salutations to J.P." These comments made
by Madduri on JP are equally applicable to himself. Thus Annapoor-
naiah was on the spiritual track. While practicing introspection and
meditation and searching for a worthy "Guru1 he came into the spiri-
tual fold of Avatar Meher Baba. The political activist had become a
spiritual seeker. There is nothing surprising about this transforma-
tion because we know how Aurobind Ghosh the revolutionary be-
came Sri Aurobindo of Pondichery Ashram. Paul has become Saul.
Socialist Propoganda - Youth Training Camps at
Kothapatnam and Mantenavari Palem
We have seen how Jaya Prakash Narayan and other leaders
started Socialist Party as a wing of the Congress with Gandhiji's
blessings. Acharya Ranga was the president and Madduri was the
secretary of the Andhra Province Congress Socialist Party. Madduri
was a bold and popular leader. Whenever there was a critical stage
in the movement, Acharya Ranga used to keep Madduri in the fore
- front, because he was at once a stormy petrel and a smooth opera-
tor. There was a ban on the Communist Party, But communists be-
ing clever, infiltrated into the congress socialist party with the stra-
tegic view of strengthening their cadres and operating from within.
In May 1937 the Congress Socialist Party organised a training
camp in Kothapatnam with the object of giving orientation to the